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Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

The  following  is  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  1958. 

There  were  no  outstanding  changes  in  the  Public  Health  Services 
to  the  Town  during  the  year.  No  progress  was  possible  in  Slum  Clearance 
nor  in  improving  the  town’s  sewage  disposal.  The  amount  of  notified 
infectious  disease  was  again  very  small.  The  work  of  the  Department 
consisted  essentially  in  maintaining  the  existing  services. 


1.  STATISTICS 
General  Statistics 


Area  in  Acres  3,345 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  2,910 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  981 

Rateable  Value  £30, 338 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £119. 

Comparability  Factors 

(a)  Births  0.97 

(b)  Deaths  0.84 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 


Registered  Live  Births  1958 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

24 

1 

25 

1 

49 

2 

25 

26 

51 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  England  &  Wales 
Comparable  Birth  Rate 

17.6 

16.4 

17.0 

Stillbirths 


No  stillbirths  were  registered. 


Deaths 


Two  infant  deaths  were  recorded,  one  of  each  sex  and  both 
occurring  within  one  month  of  life. 

Registered  Deaths,  1958 


Male  Female  Total 

22  19  41 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  14.1 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.7 

Comparable  Death  Rate  11.8 
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Chief  Causes  of  Death,  1958 


Heart  Disease 

Male 

6 

Female 

9 

Total 

15 

Cerebro  Vascular  Disease 

5 

- 

5 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.) 

1 

3 

4 

Digestive  Tract  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer 

4 

2 

6 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

2 

- 

2 

Accident 

1 

2 

3 

All  other  causes 

3 

1 

4 

II.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

22  19 

OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 

41 

Hospital  Service 

■  —  *  --at--  i  ■■  ■  »  p  ■  ■■ 


Patients  from  Padstow  are  admitted  or  attend  Out-Patients 
clinics ,  at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro,  or  the  East  Cornwall 
Hospital,  Bodmin,  for  general  medical  and  surgical  needs.  The  nearest 
maternity  unit  is  at  Redruth  but  ante-natal  and  gynaeacological  out¬ 
patient  clinics  are  available  at  W adebr idge . 


County  Council  Services 
.Ambulance  Service 


The  voluntary  ambulance  service  of  the  Padstow  Red  Cross 
Detachment  is  still  incorporated  in  the  County  Council's  ambulance  scheme. 
The  full  time  depot  of  which  is  based  on  Bodmin.  The  service  was  adequate, 
during  the  year. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre 

The  Centre  held  fortnightly  in  the  Church  Rooms  continued  for 
advice  on  child  care,  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  and  for  vaccination  against  small -pox. 


Home  Nursing.  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting 


These  are  undertaken  by  two  nurses  doing  combined  duties.  Both 
of  them  are  qualified  in  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia. 

Home  Help  Service 

Domestic  help  was  provided  on  a  small  scale  on  medical  grounds 
through  the  Home  Help  service  based  on  Wadebridgc . 


Water  Supply 


III.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


The  town's  supply  gave  water  of  a  satisfactory  bacteriological 
quality  for  most  of  the  year,  the  poor  samples  noted  being  the  result 
of  mains  interference  about  that  period.  The  very  wet  sumn.br  allowed 
the  Crackrattle  supply  to  provide  most  of  the  town's  need,  supplementary 
supplies  being  obtained  for  only  a  few  days  during  the  summer. 


Date 

3.3.58 

6.3.58 

14.4.58 

23.7.58 

23.9.58 

2.10.58 

15.10.58 


Results  of  Semples,  1958 

Probable  Coliform 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

160 

25 


Probable  Faecal  Coli 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

90 

0 


17.12.58 

18.11.58 


8 

5 


3 

2 


art* 


-3- 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  disposal  of  the  town’s  sewage  continues  to  be  by  numerous 
out -falls  into  the  tidal  estuary  of  the  River  Camel  and  the  Harbour. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  system  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  Credis  dump  continuted  in  use  during  the  year.  It  still 
continued  to  be  a  source  of  annoyance  to  one  neighbouring  farm.  To 
remove  this  source  of  complaint  would  involve  the  Council  in  consid¬ 
erable  expense  in  raising  the  standard  of  control.  The  present  state 
of  the  tip  does  not  allow  for  standardised  controlled  tipping  to  be 
carried  out. 

Caravan  Sites 

The  single  registered  Caravan  Site  in  the  district  was  conducted 
satisfactorily  daring  the  season. 

Public  Health  Inspections 


Summary  of  Visits 


Housing  (excluding  Council  Houses)  13 

Pood  Premises  10 

Milk  and  Dairies  8 

Sewerage  15 

Caravan  Sites  6 

Food  and  Drugs  9 

Pig  Pood  Plant  7 

Rodents  2 

Insect  Infestation  6 

Other  Premises  5 

“ 


IV.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


Food  Premises 

The  total  number  of  premi ses  handling  food  for  sale  in  the  district 
is  50.  The  majority  of  these  premises  were  visited  during  the  year  and 
various  pamphlets  on  food  poisoning  were  distributed  to  cafes  and  hotels. 

Milk  Distributors 


There  were  7  registered  milk  distributors  supplying  the  district 
with  pasteurised  and  tuberculin  tested  milk  only.  The  complaints  of 
last  year  regarding  souring  of  mi3.k  and  of  dirty  bottles  seemed  to  have 
ceased  following  the  discussions  with  the  Management  of  the  bottling 
factory  concerned. 

Condemned  Food 

Small  amounts  of  food,  mostly  tinned,  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  voluntarily  for  condemnation. 

V.  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Registered  premises  were  inspected  and  no  complaints  were  received. 
No  outworkers  were  registered  during  1958. 
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VI.  HOUSING- 

The  Council  were  unable  to  build  any  houses  during  the  year.  Two 
houses  were  dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  under 
taking  not  to  relet  being  secured.  No  Statutory  Notices  were  served 
relating  to  nuisances  or  repairs. 

VII .  PREVALENCE  _MD  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notified  inf jctious  diseases  during  1958  were: 

Scarlet  Fever  2 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  3 
Measles  2 


Routine  supervision  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  their 
contacts  were  undertaken.  The  contacts  of  new  cases  were  offered 
tuberculirr  testing  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  where  necessary.  School 
children  in  their  final  year  were  invited  to  attend  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  during  the  year.  No  significant  findings  were  reported.  Children 
in  their  fourteenth  year  were  offered  tuberculin  testing  and  B.C.C. 
vaccination,  a  good  response  being  obtained. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  Staff  for  their  help  during 
the  year,  and  remain. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


JOHN 


REED. 


. 
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